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Press Report

Conference in Würzburg, Germany Points out Ways to Mature Identities

Identity  - the images and believes of ourselves and the other – has in many regards immediate  practical impact e.g. in families, communities, the work place, or in politics. Violent conflicts on the local, national or international level are often delivered with the “only right identity” on either side, usually with very sad results.
The conference Identities: “I am…You are…” aims at the transformation of dangerous images of Me and the Other into solutions based on collective wisdom.
Around 700 participants and experts

From May 9th to 11th 2008, 600 participants and 100 international experts from different disciplines will gather at the Congress Centre in Würzburg, Germany to present in workshops and lectures research and practical work around identity. 
The conference will become a vivid forum and experiment to grow beyond our narrow concepts of identity and to test new, wide-ranging and more generous ways of identity formation. “We almost can guarantee that we all will win in that process including much joy on the way” says Dr. Albrecht Mahr of ISAIL – Institute for Systemic Constellations and Integrative Solutions, located in Würzburg, Germany, initiator and organizer of the conference together with his wife Brigitta Mahr. 

Multidiscipline Speakers

Conference speakers are among others the initiator of the “Wise-Democracy-Initiative”, Jim Rough (USA) , the quantum physicists Prof. Hans-Peter Dürr

(Germany) and Prof. Amit Goswami (known also through the successful film-documentary “ What the Bleep Do We Know” ), the most creative globalisation activist and agricultural expert, Prof. Nicanor Perlas (Philippines, Alternative Nobel Price), Dr. Mustafa Barghouthi, a Palestinian democracy activist and  the founder of the Palestinian National Inititative Al-Mubadara, a non-violent inclusive alternative to both the Fatah and the Hamas, the German politician Hermann Scheer) (Alternative Nobel Price) from the Social Democratic Party and Hans-Josef Fell from the Green Party, the Indian Guru and spiritual teacher Sri Vast, the German Zen master and Benedictine monk Willigis Jäger, the psychoanaylist Prof. Vamik Volkan officially announced three times, including 2008,  for the Peace Nobel Prize and his colleague Prof. Pumla Gobodo-Madikizela who belonged together with Desmond Tutu to the the Truth and Reconciliation Commission in South Africa, the German researcher on Neo-Nazism Prof. Hajo Funke, the Israeli poet Hava Pinhas-Cohen, the well known Palestinian poet Samih Al Kasim and also the Mongolian Poet and writer Galsan Tschinag.
World Café and Wisdom Council
Dr. Albrecht Mahr: “This international multidiscipline mixture with a great variety of different issues, confirms our point of view i.e. the diversity of identity and the freedom o restricting identities can only be achieved on a multidiscipline level. ”The events at the conference get not stuck in merely theoretical or moral impasses. “All our speakers aim at achieving concrete impact outside the conference hall” Dr. Mahr points out. In addition innovative large group events such as the World Café and the Wisdom Council involve all participants actively in an collectively intelligent unfolding and in the results of the conference. 
The Goal: Collective Solutions

“The shared conviction of all experts at the conference is the basic idea that collective identities and cultures do not necessarily have to fight each other.

We rather plead to look for the deep common ground of social groups and develop the joy for finding collective solutions for the many challenges in our world”

summarizes Dr. Mahr

Part of a conference Series
The conference is the fourth in the series “Fields of Conflict – Fields of Wisdom” which since 2001 has attracted more than 5000 participants.
The Identity Award will be announced

In order to further a sustainable impact of the insights of this conference, the organization committee will announce for the first time “ The Identity Award” which is donated with 1000,- Euros. Awarded will be projects that started as a result of the conference and it’s contents and that serve the promotion of understanding within and between different groups.

Conference Title:

Identities:  “I am …,You are…”-  Dangerous Images of Me and the Other and Their Transformation into Collective Wisdom
Time:
May 9 – 11, 2008  and  May 12,  2008 post conference day with special workshops
Place:
Congress Centre Würzburg, Germany

Internet: 

www.congress08.Iam-Youare.org
